
	

	

	
Student Voices – Toby Hunkin (Autumn 2017) 

I am going to talk to you about how young people are too often and too easily 
blamed for everything that is wrong with society today. Have you blamed teens for 
things you don’t know they did? 

The older generation blame the younger generation for the world’s problems, 
everything that’s wrong or bad.  It’s ridiculous. 

The younger generation has different priorities and goals than their parents’ 
generation. Earlier generations had to rely on things like books to find information 
- imagine! They had to actually drive to shops for things instead of ordering items 
online because there were no computers. 

Older people think young people are lazy, shallow, and disruptive.  I'm fed up with 
stereotypes. I'm fed up with finger pointing and blaming. Stop it. 

If we hang out with our friends, we are accused of all sorts like shoplifting and 
causing trouble.  In the skatepark once, a man started shouting as us for smoking 
cannabis - we weren’t! The next day the Police came and spoke to us.  That was 
really unfair. 

If we hang around in groups, older people assume we’re up to no good and 
causing trouble.  They give you filthy looks in public, even if you are doing nothing 
wrong.  It makes me and probably others feel annoyed. 

Youths are sometimes being blamed for other gang’s crimes. Why would you 
blame younger people? 

In some historical riots, for example Tottenham, 2011, studies found that out of 
270 people interviewed by the researchers the age range of the rioters was 13 to 
57. There were some teens involved, but not many. Yet 75% of people charged by 
the police were under 24. Why is it that people assume it is young people in gangs 
who cause trouble?  It had nothing to do with gangs either. 

Why is it youths are often blamed for inciting violence in groups? In fact, young 
people are more likely to be the victim of violent crime, than the perpetrator.  For 



example, the Scottish Crime and Justice Survey of 2014-15 showed that the risk 
of being a victim of violent crime decreased with age. The risk of being a victim of 
violent crime was 6.0% for 16-24 year olds compared with 0.4% of those aged 60 
or over. 

In fact, few commit crimes, yet all get blamed, for example shoplifting. Some 
young people may shoplift but most don’t. Yet shopkeepers look at you like you 
are definitely a risk.  If I go into a shop like Tescos, and I’m on my own, nobody 
takes any notice of me.  But if I go in with a group of my friends, the security guard 
will walk around following us. Everywhere we go, we can see him and we know 
he’s watching us the whole time. It’s annoying – it’s because of the way we dress.  
We are being judged for our style of dress. The people I hang around with wear 
Nike shoes, black jeans and black coats and man bags.  This is a super 
stereotypical image of what’s known as ‘roadman chavs’.  As soon as a security 
guard sees a group of people dressed like this, they assume they are dangerous, 
criminal and not to be trusted.  

Yet not all young people behave irresponsibly.  What they are wearing doesn’t 
change who they are.  They are just following fashion.  It doesn’t mean they are 
responsible for all that is going wrong in society.  For example, I saw man in his 
30s throw rubbish in the river in my local park, but if you did a survey probably 
everyone would think the litter was the fault of the young people who hang out 
there.  

Next time you see a young person wearing black jeans, and a black and grey 
hoodie with Nike shoes, instead of judging them harshly and expecting them to 
mug you, you need to treat them like everyone else. Stop pointing the finger at 
them.  Stop blaming them. Talk to them normally, respectfully and expect the best. 
They won’t let you down. 

	
	


